NAYANA

Then, how did these things disappear? Ganapati presumed
that it was God's test and stopped thinking of the loss. It was
cold season, but he continued his tapas. The flattened rice
sufficed for ten nights. He ate nothing during the day. He
was disappointed that no divine direction was available after
ten days of tapas. He believed that near about Ganga there
must be persons who knew the secrets of tapas. So he began
wandering about the banks of the Ganga. He trearkked miles
and by midnight arrived at an ashram where he found a person
with a long beard. He fed Ganapati. A conversation with
him revealed to Ganapati that he was also engaged in a similar
pursuit. Ganapati slept there for the night and in the morning
started again. On the way, he met a Brahmachari who
volunteered to show him a spot congenial for tapas. It was
Hamsa Teertham. The Maharaja ofAyodhya had established
a Sanskrit school a Grammar teacher there offered fo arrange
for the few necessarities of Ganapati and also presented him
with a shawl and clothes. For ten days, Ganapati was able to
continue his tapas uninterrupted. But after ten days the place
became a bedlam. Members of the ashram and others to leave
for Kasi as a solar eclipse was approaching. Though the
eclipse was a month off, their anticipatory excitement was
so noisy that Ganapati had to stop his tapas. Ganapati also
started with them in the boart and on the way at Vindhyachala
he left the boat hoping to continue tapas there. Nanda Devi
was the presiding deity of the Vindhyachala Keshetra. After
worshipping Nanda Devi that night, he started Japa. While
doing Japa he suddenly felt something entering his body and
lifting it about fifteen feet and placing it again on the floor.
He was distinctly gripped by fear. He then prayed to the
Goddess thus:

Avandhya vindhya bhumi bhrut
Tataalayaa dayaayati
Vicaaradhautacetasaam
lyam bhayam vyapohatu
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